Loss of the first permanent molar and caries experience of adjacent teeth.
The caries experience of the occlusal and distal surfaces of the second premolars and the occlusal and mesial surfaces of the second permanent molars was examined in four groups of subjects aged 19-20 years. Group 1 comprised subjects with first permanent molars present, Group 2 subjects with early loss of the first permanent molar (before the age of 11-12 years), Group 3 subjects with late loss of the first permanent molar (after 11-12 years but before 15-16 years) and Group 4 included a combination of Group 2 and Group 3. Loss of the first permanent molar was associated with increased caries or restorations in the occlusal surfaces of adjacent teeth, but reduced caries or restorations in the proximal surfaces of adjacent teeth. Early loss of the first molar was associated with significantly greater caries or restoration experience in proximal surfaces than late loss, but no difference was detected for occlusal surfaces.